
English 1 Summer Reading Assignment 

 All students entering Grade 9 in the Pittsburgh Obama Academy for the 2018-2019 

school year are required to complete this summer reading assignment. Your assignment is to 

read and analyze the development of themes in one of the following novels. Your English 

teacher will assess your understanding with an in-class literary analysis essay that you will write 

within the first week of school. Enjoy reading your novel, and use the Notice and Note note-

taking guide to help you identify and reflect on significant moments that point to the novel’s 

theme. You will be able to use whatever notes you take to help you write your essay!  

Novel choices: Select one of the following novels to read. Use the “Questions to Think 

About” to guide your note-taking and reflection as you read the novel.  

Option 1: Anthem by Ayn Rand 

 Anthem is a dytopian novel set sometime in the future when humankind has entered a 

dark age and lost all sense of individual identity. People work by candle light, and humans never 

use words, like “I” or “my.” Equality 7-2521 is a loyal member of his collective society, but he is 

different from the rest. Will he be able to bring individualism and enlightenment back to his 

society? Will his society allow him to do so?  

Questions to Think About:  

 Is Anthem convincing in its attempt to present the human ego as an object worthy of 
reverence? 

 Is there an "argument" for egoism in Anthem? And do you yourself find the egoism 
Equality 7-2521 adopts compelling? Why or why not? 

 Is Rand’s egoism the same as what we ordinarily call "selfishness," or is it something 
different? Is Equality 7-2521 a selfish character? 

 Does Ayn Rand promote any other values in Anthem besides egoism? Is it possible to 
agree with some of its moral message while rejecting the egoism? 

 Does one have to choose between "egoism" and "collectivism," as Ayn Rand seems to 
suggest? Or are there positions in between those two? What would they look like? 

 Is Anthem still relevant today? Why or why not? 

  



Option 2: Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury.  

 Also a dystopian novel, Fahrenheit 451 depicts a society in which reading and 
meaningful thought are illegal. To prevent people from owning books, the city’s fire department 
burns the homes of any people who own books. Guy Montag, the novel’s protagonist, is a 
firefighter who begins to question his society’s laws. What happens when he begins thinking for 
himself?  

Questions to Think About:  

 Montag turns to books to rescue him; instead they help demolish his life- -he loses his 
wife, job and home; he kills a man and is forced to be a nomad. Does he gain any 
benefits from books? If so, what are they? 

 One suicide and one near-suicide occur in this book. One woman, who shuns books but 
loves TV and driving fast in her car, anesthetizes herself,; "We get these cases nine or 
ten a night," says the medical technician. Another woman, who cherishes her books, 
sets herself on fire with them; "These fanatics always try suicide," says the fire captain. 
Why would two people who seem to be so different from each other try to take their own 
lives? Why does suicide happen so frequently in Montag's society? 

 Does the violence prevalent in the futuristic world of this novel comment in any way on 
our own society? Do we, in a way, love violence as well? Is there anything wrong with 
that? What’s healthy and what’s not? 

 Where can we draw the line with appropriate censorship and shameless destruction of 
information? 

 Bradbury says his novel is about TV replacing books, not about censorship. Does he get 
to say what his book is about? Is he “right”? 

Option 3: The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien  

 This fantasy novel is the prequel to Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy. Bilbo Baggins, a 
simple hobbit from the shire, is summoned to an adventure by the wizard Gandalf. Bilbo joins a 
group of elves in a quest to reclaim the kingdom of Erebor. He encounters dangerous orcs, 
mysterious lands, and many surprises on his journey, and he finds a gold ring that is more 
valuable than he can imagine.  

Questions to Think About:  

 Tolkien's goblins and elves seem to embody evil and good. It would appear to be 
impossible for a goblin to be good or an elf, evil. What do you think of the morals of this 
concept? Should genetics really have so much power over individual morality? 

 How aware am I of my personal and social history? Does that history affect me largely 
for good or for ill?-for it is, of course, possible that it may do both. To what extent should 
we respect and learn from the past, and to what extent should we let it be past? 

 What makes someone a hero?  

 How can greed and pride affect individuals?  

  



NOTICE AND NOTE NOTE-TAKING GUIDELINES – Use this chart to help you 

identify and reflect on significant moments that help develop the themes in your 

novel.  

 

 

 

Signposts & Definitions Clues to the Signposts 
(found in text) 

Reflections on the Text 

Contrasts & Contradictions 

A sharp contrast between what we 
would expect and what we observe 

the character doing; behavior 
contradicts previous behavior or 
well-established patterns. Also 

contrasts between characters or 
situations. 

A character behaves or thinks in a 
way we don’t expect, or an element 
of a setting is something we would 
not expect. 

-Why would the character act or feel 
this way? 
-How do the contrasts between 
characters help us understand 
them? 
-How might contrasts between 
situations help us predict plot or 
conflict? 

AHA Moment 

A character’s realization of 
something that shifts his actions or 
understanding of himself, others, or 

the world around him. 

Phrases usually expressing 
suddenness, like: 
“Suddenly I understand…” 
“It came to me in a flash that…” 
“The realization hit me like a 
lightning bolt…” 
“In an instant I knew…” 

-How might this knowledge impact 
the theme? 
-How does it change the conflict? 
-How does this impact your view of 
the character, or characters? 

Tough Questions 

Questions a character raises that 
reveal his or her inner struggles. 

Phrases expressing serious doubt 
or confusion: 
“What could I possibly do to…?” 
“I couldn’t imagine how I could cope 
with…” 
“How could I ever understand why 
she…” 
“Never had I been so confused 
about…” 

-What detail/s does this add to your 
understanding of the character? 
-What does this question make me 
wonder about? 
-What might happen later in the 
story? 

Words of the Wiser 

The advice or insight a wiser 
character – usually older – offers 
about life to the main character. 

The main character and another are 
usually off by themselves in a quiet 
serious moment, and the wiser 
figure shares his wisdom or advice 
in an effort to help the main 
character with a problem or a 
decision. 

-How might you characterize the 
wiser character? 
-Why should they be trusted? 
-What is the life lesson shared at 
this moment? 
-How might the lesson affect the 
character? 

Again & Again 

Events, images, or particular words 
that recur over a portion of the 

novel. 

A word is repeated, sometimes 
used in an odd way, over and over 
in the story. An image reappears 
several times during the course of 
the book. 

-What pattern/s do you notice in the 
text? 
-In what context (who? & what?) is 
the pattern appearing? 
-Why might the author bring this up 
again and again? 
-To what big idea might this 
repeated event, image, or word be 
related? 

Memory Moment 

A recollection by a character that 
interrupts the forward progress of 

the story. 

The ongoing flow of the narrative is 
interrupted by a memory that 
comes to the character, often taking 
several paragraphs to recount 
before we are returned to events of 
the present moment. 

-What does this memory help us 
understand about the character? 
-How might this memory be 
important? 


